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CONFIDENTIAL BACGUI 0920 


E.O;l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, EAIR 

SUBJECT: ANTI-HIJACKING CONTACTGROUP 

REF: STATE 090969 

I DISCUSSED WITH FRENCH AMBASSADOR PICQUET APRIL 21 PROPOSED 
JOINT FRANCO- AMERICAN DEMARCHE RE ANTI-HIJACKING CONVENTIONS. 
HE HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS BUT INDICATED 
HE WOULD SEEK THEM PROMPTLY. PICQUET NOTED THAT BOKASSA WAS 
PUBLICLY ON RECORD AS OPPOSING HIJACKING. IN ONE OF HIS PRE- 
CORONATION BROADCAST INTERVIEWS HE HAD EXPRESSLY STATED THAT 
HE WOULD ALLOW AN EXTERNAL POWER TO LAND IN BANGUI TO LIBERATE 
HOSTAGES. PICQUET BELIEVES THAT THERE IS A REASONABLE CHANCE 
THAT THE GOCAE WILL BECOME A PARTY TO THE THREE CONVENTIONS IK 
BOKASSA CAN BE APPROACHED DIRECTLY. WE WILL BE WORKING OUT THE 
TACTICS FOR DOING SO ONCE PICQUET HAS INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS. 
QUAINTON 
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